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Hunter College  
SOC 30900-01 Social Movements and Social Change 
FRI – TUE / 15.45-17.00 
West Bldg W405 

Anna Zhelnina 
Fall 2017 

Office Hours: by appointment 
azhelnina@gradcenter.cuny.edu 

 

Course Description 

This class provides an overview of the theories of social movements research. We will examine major paradigms 

in social movements studies (rational choice theory, resource mobilization theory, political process, psychological 

theories, cultural approaches). We will analyze diverse aspects of social movements, such as social movement 

organization, recruitment, interaction with other players, and impact (success) of social movements. The 

students will also work on the course projects on particular social movement, which will allow them to practice 

and develop analytical and research skills, as well group work.  

Textbook (required): 

❖ Goodwin, Jeff and James M. Jasper. The Social Movement Reader: Cases and Concepts. Malden, 

MA: Blackwell Publishing THIRD EDITION. 2015. 
Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/Social-Movements-Reader-Blackwell-Sociology/dp/111872979X/ 

Google Books Preview: https://books.google.com/books?id=HjbcBAAAQBAJ&lpg=PA1&dq 

Grading 

Participation and Attendance 15% 

Written assignments (4) 40% 
Reading memos and discussion questions 20% 

Final Presentation 25% 
 

Group work and the written assignments (40%). Turn in a paper copy of every assignment on the day it is due. 

One of the requirements of this course is a group project that you will be working on throughout the semester. 

You will pick a movement after a mandatory visit to the “Activist New York” exhibit, and submit four essays and 

make a final oral presentation about your project. Below you will find a detailed list of requirements for each of 

the four group essays. 

Assignment 1.  
 
Activist New York 
exhibit 
 
Due date:  
September 15 
 

Homework 1 instructions 
1. Go to the exhibit with your partner(s). What did you learn about NYC activism 

from the exhibit? Which movement did you decide to focus on in your project? 
2. Try to identify the main social problem the movement was trying to solve. Was it 

a local issue? A national issue? A human rights issue? 
3. Why is this movement important? 
4. What were your general impressions from the exhibition? Did your group 

members pay attention to the same things? 
5. Write all your impressions up along with the general information on the 

movement you selected.  
6. Sign up for mandatory office hours with me to discuss your group’s research 

plans. 

http://www.amazon.com/Social-Movements-Reader-Blackwell-Sociology/dp/111872979X/
https://books.google.com/books?id=HjbcBAAAQBAJ&lpg=PA1&dq
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Assignment 2.  
 
Goals, Targets, 
and Framing of 
the Movement. 
 
Due date:  
October 20 

Homework 2 checkbox: 
1. Do we give a thorough description of the social problem or a problematic 

situation the movement is trying to change? 
2. Do we give a clear list of the movements’ goals? Are they specific enough? 
3. Do we give a list of people, organizations, politicians, parties, celebrities who are 

important for the movement – either as supporters (allies) or enemies 
(opponents)?  

4. Do we clearly define the targets of the movement – people and/ or 
organizations, who the movement is trying to persuade/ recruit / make change 
their mind? Do I define the role of these people or groups of people in the 
movements activities? 

5. Do we talk about what the movement does to achieve their short-term and long-
term goals? (the movement’s tactics, their real-life and online activities) 

6. Do we evaluate the movement’s scope and provide evidence of its 
(trans)national, regional, or local character? 

7. Do we quote and cite, do we provide evidence to our statements and support our 
arguments? 

8. Does our bibliography for this assignment have at least 10 references? Are at 
least 60 % of them independent? (media, research papers?) 

9. Is our bibliography formatted properly and consistently? Do we actually cite all the 
references from the bibliography” 

10. Does it read well, are there stylistic / formatting differences between different 
parts? 

Assignment 3.  
 
Who is in the 
movement? How 
is the movement 
organized? 
 
Due date:  
November 10 

Homework 3 checkbox: 
1. Do we provide the demographic / social and economic background information 

on the movement’s leaders? 
2. Do we talk about the active rank-and-file members of the movement and their 

demographic characteristics (gender, age, race, class, etc.)? Do we provide 
evidence – survey data, photographs from rallies / meetings, other public 
actions? 

3. Do we provide any information about the inactive movement’s supporters – 
people who don’t show up at the events, don’t volunteer or donate their time, 
but donate money or support the movement ideologically? (based on public 
opinion polls, the movement organization’s reports, etc.) 

4. Do we identify and talk about non-profits, informal clubs, and other social 
movement organizations that are part of our movement? 

5. Do we address their formal / informal character (whether they are officially 
registered, pay taxes, have boards of trustees, presidents, etc.)?  

6. Do we talk about whether there is hierarchy in the movement (some people have 
more power to make decisions)? Do we talk about the level of internal 
democracy in the movement organizations? 

7. Do we quote and cite, do we provide evidence to our statements and support our 
arguments? 

8. Does our bibliography for this assignment have at least 10 references? Are at 
least 60 % of them independent? (media, research papers?) 

9. Is our bibliography formatted properly and consistently? Do we actually cite all 
the references from the bibliography? 
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10. Does it read well, are there stylistic / formatting differences between different 
parts? 

Assignment 4.  
 
Analysis of the 
movements’ 
accomplishments.  
 
 
Due date:  
November 21 
 

Homework 4 checkbox: 
1. Do we have a list of achievements / failures of the movement? 
2. Do we provide strong evidence that these achievements can be attributed to the 

movement’s activities? 
3. Do we talk about unintended consequences of the movement (something the 

movement did not actively pursue, but what resulted from their activities – both 
negative and positive)?  

4. Do we cite movement’s leaders and members who talk about their own success 
(or failure)? 

5. Do we formulate our own opinion based on the evidence we have about the 
movement’s outcomes? 

6. Do we quote and cite, do we provide evidence to our statements and support our 
arguments? 

7. Does our bibliography for this assignment have at least 10 references? Are at 
least 60 % of them independent? (media, research papers?) 

8. Is our bibliography formatted properly and consistently? Do we actually cite all 
the references from the bibliography? 

9. Does it read well, are there stylistic / formatting differences between different 
parts? 

For each assignment, include references to the sources in your report: URL, references to newspaper articles, 

academic research, movement’s reports and manifestos. At the end of the document, add a bibliography: a list 

of references formatted according to one of the styles (APA, Chicago, etc.) of your choice; make sure you 

consistently use one formatting style. Read about formatting a bibliography here: 

http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/project_bibliography.shtml#examples  

Use at least 10 references for each paper, only 40% (4 out of 10) can be the links to the websites or social 

media of the movement itself, its organizations, or its official representatives. The rest must be from different 

media: magazines, newspapers, etc. Quote your sources! If you don’t quote it in your text, the reference in 

your bibliography won’t count! And provide a proper citation for each quote. An example: 

For instance, I found some useful information on the Princeton University’s Academic Integrity web page. As 
the authors suggest, “any time you quote, paraphrase, summarize, or reference a source, you must cite that 
source in a parenthetical note or a footnote and append a bibliography, which, depending on the discipline, 
may be called “Works Cited” or “References.”” (Academic Integrity at Princeton, 2016). 
And then in my references, it would be like: 
References:  

1. Academic Integrity at Princeton. “Sample Citation Styles.” Princeton University. August 2016. 
<https://www.princeton.edu/pr/pub/integrity/pages/styles/>   

 

Reading memos and discussion questions (20 %). Each student will prepare a list of questions and a summary 

for one of the assigned chapters and will facilitate the discussion of these questions in class on the day the 

chapter is assigned. You must sign up for the chapters in advance, submit a paper copy of your summary on the 

day the chapter is due, and be present in class to ask your questions. Write a summary of the chapter, 

specifically focus on the following questions: 

http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/project_bibliography.shtml#examples
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1. What are the main ideas of the chapter?  

2. What research methods did the author(s) use? 

3. What are the main concepts of the chapter? Make a list 

4. Which “theory” of social movements research does the chapter apply/ follow? 

5. What can we use from this chapter to advance our research projects? 

Discussion questions: Formulate three questions for the discussion. Think of the questions that are actually 

puzzling and will facilitate the conversation (there are different possible answers and opinions, for example). 

Participation and attendance (15 %). Every student is expected to read all the assigned material and participate 

in class discussions. 

Final Presentation Structure (25 %) should follow the structure of the written assignments and address their 

main findings. 

Extra credit: (submitted late in the semester, moves you one letter grade up – e.g.: if your cumulative grade is 

B+, an extra assignment submitted on time can move you up to A-, etc.). You can write a movie or a book 

review. A consultation with me before choosing the book or a movie is required. 

Schedule 

NB: The dates are subject to change. All the updates will be circulated through Blackboard, make sure you have 

access to it. 

Fri-Tue Topic(s) Reading and Assignments 
Friday 
25 Aug 

Introductions and Syllabus, Course Requirements 
 

Tuesday 
29 Aug 

Social Movements: An Overview 
Questionnaire 

Friday 
1 Sep 

How to Study Social Movements? Methods, theories, and resources. 

Tuesday 
5 Sep 

Preliminary groups (based on questionnaire); First Assignment instructions; MCNY visit 
plans  

Friday 
8 Sep 

When and Why Do Social 
Movements Occur?  

Reading: 
The Women’s Movement, by Jo Freeman (pp13-23).  
The Gay Liberation Movement, by John D’Emilio (24-
29) 

Tuesday 
12 Sep 

Visit the exhibit “The Activist New York” at the Museum of the City of New York with your 
partners; discuss and write the first assignment 

Friday 
15 Sep 

Assignment 1 due 
 

Class discussion of the exhibition 

MANDATORY OFFICE HOURS: MUST MAKE AN APPOINTMENT Tue (11-17) 

Tuesday 
19 Sep - Thursday Schedule - No class 

Friday 
22 Sep - No class 

Tuesday 
26 Sep 

When and Why Do Social 
Movements Occur? 
 

Occupy Wall Street, by Ruth Milkman, Stephanie 
Luce, and Penny Lewis 
The Egyptian Revolution, by Manuel Castells 
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Friday 
29 Sep - No class 

Tuesday 
3 Oct 

Who Joins Movements? The Free-Rider Problem, by Mancur Olson 
Recruits to Civil Rights Activism, by Doug McAdam 

Friday 
6 Oct 

Who Joins Movements? 
 

Who Are the Radical Islamists? By Charles Kurzman; 
Women’s Mobilization into the Salvadoran Guerilla 
Army, by Jocelyn S. Viterna 

Tuesday 
10 Oct 

Who Remains in Movements, 
Who Drops Out, and Why? 

Generating Commitments among Students, by Eric L. 
Hirsch;  
Sustaining Commitments among Radical Feminists, 
by Nancy Whittier 

Friday 
13 Oct 

Who Remains in Movements, 
Who Drops Out, and Why? 

The Believers and Charismatic Cults, by Janja Lalich 

Tuesday 
17 Oct 

Who Remains in Movements, 
Who Drops Out, and Why? 

Are Frames Enough? By Charlotte Ryan and William 
A. Gamson;  
The Emotional Benefits of Insurgency in El Salvador, 
by Elisabeth Jean Wood 

Friday 
20 Oct 

Community organizing game 
 

Assignment 2 due 
Community Organizing and Social Change, by Randy 
Stoecker.  Contexts.  Winter 2009. (BlackBoard) 

Tuesday 
24 Oct 

How are Movements Organized? Social Movement Organizations, by John D. 
McCarthy and Mayer N. Zald 

Friday 
27 Oct 

How are Movements Organized: 
Transnational Movements 

Transnational Environmental Activism, by Paul 
Wapner;  
The Transnational Network for Democratic 
Globalization, by Jackie Smith 

Tuesday 
31 Oct 

What Do Movements Do 
 

Everyday Life, Routine Politics, and Protest, by Javier 
Auyero;  
Suicide Bombing, by Robert J. Brym 

Friday 
3 Nov 

Movements and Other Players. 
 

Movements in the Media, by Edwin Amenta, Neal 
Caren, Sheera Joy Olasky, and James E. Stobaugh; 
The Quest for International Allies, by Clifford Bob 

Tuesday 
7 Nov 

Why Do Movements Decline? The Decline of the Women’s Movement, by Barbara 
Epstein; 
The Repression/ Protest Paradox in Central America, 
by Charles D. Brockett 

Friday 
10 Nov 

Local Level Organizing - Active 
Learning Exercise 

Assignment 3 Due 
 

Tuesday 
14 Nov 

What Changes Do Movements 
Bring About? 

Defining Movement “Success”, by William A. 
Gamson; 
How Do Social Movements Matter, by David S. 
Meyer; 

Friday 
17 Nov 

What Changes Do Movements 
Bring About? 

Environmental Justice, by David Naguib Pellow and 
Robert J. Brulle 

Tuesday 
21 Nov 
Friday schedule  

Active Learning Exercise - 
“Power” 

Assignment 4 Due 
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Friday 
24 Nov - No class 

Tuesday 
28 Nov 

What Changes Do Movements 
Bring About? 

Understanding Revolutions. The Arab Uprisings, by 
Jack A. Goldstone 
Why Nonviolence Sometimes Fails. China in 1989, by 
Sharon Erickson Nepstad 

Friday 
1 Dec 

Final Project Presentations  

Tuesday 
5 Dec 

Final Project Presentations  

Friday 
8 Dec 

Final Project Presentations  

Tuesday  
12 Dec 

Final Project Presentations Extra Credit Due 

 

Expectations for Written Proficiency 

Students must demonstrate consistently satisfactory written English in coursework. The Hunter College Writing 
Center provides tutoring to students across the curriculum and at all academic levels. For more information, see 
http://www.hunter.cuny.edu. In addition, the Teacher Placement Office in the School of Education offers a 
writing workshop during the semester and a series of free writing classes are offered to students who are in need 
of additional support in improving their writing skills. In both cases, stop by room I000 West for information and 
dates of workshops. 

Integrity and Plagiarism 

Hunter College has subscribed to the online company, Turnitin.com.  Turnitin.com allows faculty to compare 
student papers with extensive databases of billions of documents in order to detect and verify material that has 
been plagiarized.  In this course, Turnitin.com is used to deter students from plagiarizing material.  Please be 
aware that student papers will be examined from time to time.  Students who plagiarize will be punished. “Hunter 
College regards acts of academic dishonesty (e.g., plagiarism, cheating on examinations, obtaining unfair 
advantage, and falsification of records and official documents) as serious offenses against the values of 
intellectual honesty.  The college is committed to enforcing the CUNY Policy on Academic Integrity and will 
pursue cases of academic dishonesty according to the Hunter College Academic Integrity Procedures.” 

Statement of Reasonable Accommodation 

In compliance with the American Disability Act of 1990 (ADA) and with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973, Hunter College is committed to ensuring educational parity and accommodations for all students with 
documented disabilities and/or medical conditions. It is recommended that all students with documented 
disabilities (Emotional, Medical, Physical and/ or Learning) consult the Office of AccessABILITY located in Room 
E1124 to secure necessary academic accommodations.  For further information and assistance please call (212- 
772- 4857)/TTY (212- 650- 3230). 

  

http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/
http://turnitin.com/static/home.html
http://turnitin.com/static/home.html
http://turnitin.com/static/home.html

